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FOREWORD BY HADHRAT MUFTI
EBRAHIM SALEJEE SAHEB 4| alzi>
(Principal and Sheikhul Hadith:
Madrassah Taaleemuddeen, Isipingo Beach)

The accepted standard in all eras of Islamic History
was first the Qur-aan Shareef, then the Sunnah and
then the consensus of the Sahaabah (radiyallahu an-
hum ajmaeen) and the senior, great, experienced Ula-
ma-e-Kiraam. This procedure was indisputable in all
eras.

In the first era we saw the compilation of the Qur-aan
Shareef which was proposed by Hadhrat Umar (radi-
yallahu anhu). It was accepted by one and all and it
became the standard up to this day whereas the Qur-
aan Shareef being compiled in a book form was not in
existence in the time of Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi
wasallam).
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The 20 rakaats Taraaweeh Salaah was introduced in
the era of Hadhrat Umar (radiyallahu anhu) and this
was also accepted by the Sahaabah (radiyallahu an-
hum) that the khatam will be completed in 20 rakaats.

All the Sahaabah (radiyallahu anhum) agreed on this
and it is practiced upon up till this day.

It was also agreed upon that women will read their
salaah at home due to the emerging fitnah. The Hara-
main was made an exception because of Haj, Umrah,
Tawaaf and ziyaarat in Madinah Munawwarah. This
then became the standard in nearly all of the Islamic
world.

In the era of Hadhrat Usmaan (radiyallahu anhu) the
2nd Azaan was introduced. This was also agreed upon
and it became a norm and a standard ever since. No
one disputes this. The obvious reason is that Hadhrat
Irbaad bin Saariyah (radiyallahu anhu) reports from
Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) that we should
hold unto the Sunnah of the rightly guided Caliphs
after him. Just as this Ummah does not dispute the
Qur-aan being compiled in a book form and the second
Azaan, there is no reason why the 20 rakaats should be
disputed.
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In the day of Hadhrat Usmaan (RA) it was agreed upon
that the Qur-aan Shareef will be written in one
script (rasmul khatt) although it was permissible to
record the Qur-aan in different scripts. Owing to the
need of the time, the Sahaabah (radiyallahu anhum)
agreed on one script and this then became the norm.

Unfortunately, western secularism has opened the
gates to liberalism and freedom of thought. In emu-
lating the west, many of our people have been caught
in this wave of liberalism and freedom of thought. In-
stead of holding onto the thought of the Sahaabah, Ta-
abieen and righteous elders they find it better to hold
onto the thought of Westernism.

May Allah Ta’ala give us the taufeeq to hold onto the
thought of Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam)
and the Khulafaa-e-Raashideen and abandon the
contaminated style of thinking that many people have
been enmeshed into.
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FOREWORD BY HADHRAT MUFTI

MUHAMMED SAEED M OTARA SAHEB 4| al22>
(Mufti and Senior Ustaadh of Darul Uloom Azaadville)

I have read through the booklet and Alhamdulillah
have found it very helpful and appropriate for convinc-
ing the sceptics about the importance of upholding
and maintaining the established Sunnah of 20 Rak’aat
Taraweeh. A well written booklet in a concise form
that compliments the many other lengthier and more
detailed books on the topic available out there in the
Muslim world.

May Allah Ta’aala reward the compiler/s abundantly
for their research and efforts in highlighting this very
important feature of Taraweeh and grant the Ummat
the Taufeeq of upholding not only this Sunnah but
every other Noble Sunnah of Rasulullah Sallallahu
Alaihi Wasallam. Aameen

Wassalaam,
Muhammed Saeed,
Azaadville.

28 Shabaan 1443
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FOREWORD BY HADHRAT MOULANA

ABDUL HAMID IS'HAQ SAHEB 4\ alai~
(Principal of Darul Uloom Azaadville)
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20 Rakats Taraaweeh is a Sunnat e Mu'akkadah for
almost as long as Islam itself exists. How can it ever be
denied or challenged?!

Its benefits, enjoyment, pleasure and closeness can't
be surpassed! The person who is blessed to perform 2
rakats of Namaaz becomes the most noble and closest
to Allaah %
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In Namaaz, the closest a person is to Allaah % is in
Sajdah! In 20 rakats of Taraaweeh, we are blessed with
40 Sajdahs!!! So many more times to come so close to
Allaah #%, the Greatest, the Most Lovable, the Most Be-
loved, the Most Pure; clean and enjoyable intimacy,
with the most wonderful, beloved Being of Allaah #%!
What a great ni'mat and favour from Allaah %. This is
found only in the great, auspicious month of Ramad-
haan; only in Taraaweeh!!! May Allaah % open our
blind eyes of the heart to see and enjoy this Great,
Great Gift of Allaah &!

May Allaah % fully reward the Ulama of Wifaqul Ula-
ma SA who have very beautifully prepared and pre-
sented the clear and manifest proofs of 20 rakats of
Taraaweeh and the amount of the beautiful and en-
joyable recitation of the Qur'an e Majied in Taraaweeh
and the fervour, passion and enjoyment of the Saha-
bah e Kiraam Radiallaahu Anhum, Akaabir and Aslaaf
Rahimahumullaah of the Ummat for Ramadhaan, 20
rakats of Taraaweeh and recitation of Quraan Sharief!!

May Allaah Ta'aalaa make it a means for the whole
Ummat to realise and practice on this Great, Great En-
joyable Sunnat of Habib e Paak, Muhammadur Rasu-
lullah sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam!!! The 20 rakats of
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Taraaweeh, recitation of Quraan Sharief and passion
and fervour for Ramadhaaul Mubaarak!!!
Aamien thumma Aamien!!

abdulHamid is'haq

Azaadville
3 Ramadhaanul Mubaarak 1443 (05/04/2022)
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FOREWORD BY HADHRAT MOULANA

SHABIER AHMED SALOOJEE SAHEB 40| a4~
(Principal of Darul Uloom Zakariyya)

Tarawih Salah is a Sunnah Mustamirrah (continuous
practice) from the time of the Sahabah Kiram .

Rastlullah ¢ also read Tarawih with the Sahabah
Kiram . for three nights. Thereafter, out of compas-
sion for the Ummah, Nabi £ did not continue read-
ing it with jamaat. Nabi « clarified the reason for this
when he said: "I fear that it must not become Fardh
(compulsory) on my Ummah."

There is a vast difference between Tarawih and Salatul
Layl.

Regarding Tarawih, Nabi ¢ said:

PV Y P
P PO

“I have made it Sunnah for you (to perform Tarawih)”
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Regarding Salatul Layl, Allah Taala says in Surah
Muzammil:

S5 4 i 4 s Y 100 o

“Stand up all night (in Tahajjud Salah) except for a little while
(to rest). (Stand in Salah for) half the night or slightly less (than
half the night)”

The time for Salatul Layl is the last part of the night,
while it is Masniin to perform Tarawih at the begin-
ning of the night.

The narrations that mention eight Raka’at actually re-
fer to Salatul Layl (Tahajjud) and not Tarawih. Many
Ulama have dealt with this topic in different Risalahs
(booklets) written on the subject. The narration of
Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah is clear proof of 20 Raka’at
Tarawih.

M1 Habibur Rahman Azmi s, in his kitaab, At-Tarawih,
has proven that Nabi ¢ performed 20 Raka’at and that
the Sahabah Kiraam x& had Ijma' (consensus) upon
this practice.

Nabi # wanted to do many actions but left them out
due to his compassion for his Ummah. He & nev-
ertheless encouraged the Sahabah ., particularly
Shaykhayn (Abu Bakr and Umar ), to continue with
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these actions. As a result, the Sahaabah understood
the Mansha (desire) of Nabi «: and practiced upon it.
They, therefore, completed much of what Nabi ¢ mo-
tivated and desired.

That is why Nabi ¢ said:

G 1,28 G G s g 512y 120
Sl e 1,58

“Hold firmly onto my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly
guided Khulafa-e-Raashideen! Hold firmly onto it. Hold onto it

,}}

with your molars!

The actions of the Khulafa-e-Raashideen are in reality
the Sunnah of Nabi .

In terms of classification, the Khulafa-e-Raashideen
are far above the level of ijtihad but below the level of
Nubuwwat. Allamah Shatbi s has dealt with this mat-
ter in detail in his kitab, Al-Muwafaqgaat.

Regarding Tarawih, Imaam Abu Hanifa @ says:

c\cwwub.srljcw;ubuﬁr;wfwr))coﬁfwcj\]d\

Tarawih is Sunnah Muakkadah (an emphasized Sunnah).
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Umar £ did not stipulate the number of Raka’at himself, nor

did he innovate this practice. Instead, he commanded people (to

perform 20 Raka’at Tarawih) based on proof he had from
Rasulullah ¢ (Al-Ikhtiyaar 1:68)

To attain the true Barakah (blessings) of the month of
Ramadhaan, we must first observe the fast while ab-
staining from every type of sin.

Secondly, we should perform the 20 Raka’at of Tarawih.

An Alim mentioned: "If we perform less than 20 Ra-
ka’at, we will be depriving ourselves of Qiyaam (stand-
ing in worship) during the month of Ramadhaan.”

Nabi ¢ said:
a3 oo 0 e o2 Loy Byl Olias o6 o

“He who stands in the worship of Allah during the month of
Ramadhaan with true belief and hope for reward, his previous
sins will be forgiven”

Do we wish to deprive ourselves of the maghfirat (for-
giveness) that Allah Ta'ala and Nabi 4 promised in this
particular Hadith?

May Allah Ta'ala allow us to benefit from the Saum
(fasting) during the month of Ramadhan by enabling
us to stay away from sin and attain the Nur of Qur'an
through Tarawih. Amin
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HADHRAT MOULANA FADHLUR RAHMAN

AZMI SAHEB 4\ al24>
(Sheikhul Hadith of Darul Uloom Azaadville)

The contents of this booklet were presented to
Hadhrat Moulana Fadhlur Rahman Azmi Saheb.

Hadhrat Moulana emphasized the importance of
performing the TarawTh Salah correctly. Huffaz should
pay special attention to performing Qawmah and
Jalsah with composure. The relevant Masnin duas
should be learnt and read as well. A moderate pace
of recitation should be adopted, while applying the
relevant rules of Tajwid.
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INTRODUCTION
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All praise is due to Allah Ta’ala, who in His infinite
mercy has granted us the great wealth of Iman and
Islam and made us from the Ummah of Rastlul-
lah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. May Allah Ta%ala
preserve and protect our Iman and our Din in this
world until death and may He resurrect us on the
Day of Qiyamah with perfect Iman and complete Din.
Attachment to the Sunnah is a sign of a Mu'min's love
for Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. A true Mu'min
looks for all opportunities to adhere to and pre-
serve the Sunnah. Discarding the material things of
this world are easier for a believer than discarding a
Sunnah.
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For a Mu'min, every aspect of the life of Rastlullah
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is to be upheld. Rasulullah
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam's Aqidah (beliefs), Ibadat
(method of worship), monetary dealings, social
etiquette, outer appearance and inner qualities are
all worthy of emulation. Rastlullah Sallallahu Alay-
hi wa Sallam is the possessor of the high rank, which
has been mentioned in the Qur'an, “He does not
speak out of his own desire. It is only Wahy (Revela-
tion)”. Hafiz Ibn Hajar Rahimahullah says in Fathul
Bari, “Neither does Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa
Sallam speak out of his own desire nor does he do any-
thing out of his own desire”.? All these aspects are the
manifestation of the Rahmah (mercy) with which
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam was sent.

o) ey Y1 Al Loy
"We have sent you only as a Mercy for the worlds"

A Mu'min firmly believes in the perfect Wisdom and
Knowledge of Allah Ta’ala and in the perfection of the
creation of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. He
has no doubt that even the minutest detail that emanat-
ed from Rastlullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam cannot

1 £ [omill s, T s g 00 bl e Gl Loy
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be surpassed till the end of time. There will never be
a better, easier or more natural way of living than the
Sunnah of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam.

One of the methods of protecting our Iman in these
times of trials and tribulations is to hold fast on to
the Sunnah of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam.

In a letter to one of his governors, the rightly guided
Khalifah, Umar bin Abdul Aziz Rahimahullah, wrote:
“Hold on to the Sunnah, for surely it will be a pro-
tection for you by the permission of Allah Ta’ala....
Verily the Sunnah has been ordained as the Sun-
nah by that Being [Allah Ta’ala] who is aware of
the defects, errors, irrationality and excess in any
other way”. (Abu Dawiid 4612)°

Imam Zuhri (d. 124) Rahimahullah says, “The Ulama of
the past would say, “Adherence to the Sunnah is safe-

ty.” (Darami 96)*

3 wt\.q\}JA\LQJLM\I)m\dwij\n\u&).\ducduffj\wdﬁdJ>)
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Imam Malik Rahimahullah said, “The Sunnah (of
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam) is the Ship of
Nuh Alayhis Salam. Whoever will board it will be

saved and those who don't board it will drown”.
(Tarikh Baghdad 8/309)°

The performance of 20 Raka’at for Tarawih Salah is one
of the Sunan of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam
that has been a point of consensus of the Ummah over
the past centuries. This short booklet is not an aca-
demic treatise. Instead, it demonstrates the practice of
the Sahabah Radiyallahu Anhum and the pious prede-
cessors and the great sacrifices they made to uphold it.

The Hadith that establishes the performance of 20 Ra-
ka'at by Rasulullah Sallallihu Alayhi wa Sallam may
be deemed as weak by some. However, none can deny
the fact that from the time of Sayyiduna Umar Radi-
yallahu Anhu, the Ummah has been performing 20
Raka’at. The clear and authentic Hadith of Rasulullah
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam instructs us, “Hold firmly
onto my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the Rightly Guided
Khulafa. Hold onto it with your molars".

(Tirmidhi 2676, Abu Dawid 4599)

5 32 e AIZ 355 B S a2l 000 s bl ey 5 e el 6
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The stipulation of the number of Raka’at is Tawqifi,
i.e. it cannot be stipulated by anyone through the ap-
plication of the mind. It can only be established from
Wahy (revelation). These types of Ahadith are consid-
ered Marfi' Hukman. In other words, it is understood
that Sayyiduna Umar Radiyallahu Anhu had learnt this
directly from Rastlullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam,
even though he did not specifically attribute it to him.

This is quite apparent in this instance as Sayyiduna
Umar Radiyallahu Anhu was present when Rastlullah
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam performed the Tarawih
Salah with the Sahabah Radiyallahu Anhum.

(Musnad Ahmad 25954)°

Imam Abu Hanifah Rahimahulldh said: Tarawih is
Sunnah Muakkadah (an emphasized Sunnah). Umar
Radiyallahu Anhu did not stipulate the number of
Raka’at himself, nor did he innovate this practice. In-
stead, he gave the directive (of performing 20 Raka’at
Tarawih) based on some proof he had from Rastlullah
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. (Al-Ikhtiyar 1:68)”
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Another point that needs to be emphasized is those
Ahadith that mention 8 Raka’at actually refer to the
amount of Raka’at that Rastlullah Sallallahu Alayhi
wa Sallam performed in Tahajjud Salah. The Saha-
bah, including Sayyidah Aisha Radhiyallahu ‘Anha, did
not see any conflict between what they had observed
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam doing and the
practice of Sayyiduna Umar Radiyallahu Anhu and the
Sahabah Radiyallahu Anhum. Had they seen any con-
flict between the two practices, they would have cer-
tainly brought it to the attention of Sayyiduna Umar
Radiyallahu Anhu.

This booklet - with the help of Allah Ta’ala - will show
how the Ummah upheld this Sunnah during the era
of the third and fourth Khulafa, the Sahabah and the
Salaf Salihin Radiyallahu Anhum. Their exertion in up-
holding this Sunnah and the increase in their Ibadat in
this month should inspire us to emulate them.

Besides the narrations regarding the amount of Ra-
ka'at, a few narrations showing the amount of Qur'an
Sharif read in the Tarawih Salah have also been includ-
ed. This shows that the completion of the Qur'an in the
Tarawih is also an established practice and Sunnah.

(J) dddd s Ld..:u,aj&w)?wg) .xf),aw )bd\ du}oj&d&ujcjw ur—wb <Ju Y
(.l.djaw\.cmﬁymﬂdr)y.\.«,c)madd,aiu;\!\uf\arl) leszs 4

=22 s



WIFAQUL ‘ULAMA SA

When Sayyiduna Umar Radiyallahu Anhu asked Sayy-
iduna Ubayy bin Ka'b Radiyallahu Anhu to perform
the Tarawih Salah, he said: “Verily the people are fast-
ing during the day and do not know how to recite the
Qur'an. Why don't you recite for them at night!”. This
shows that the reason for gathering the people to per-
form Tarawih in the Masjid was to make it easy for
those who were not Hafiz to hear the complete recita-
tion of the Qur'an.

When Sayyiduna Umar Radiyallahu Anhu said: “They
do not know how to recite the Qur'an", he meant that
they were not Hafiz. He did not mean that they did not
know any portion of the Qur'an. It is quite apparent
that the people of that era would have known a suffi-
cient amount of the Qur'an to be able to perform Salah.

The great Muhaddith, Hadhrat Moulana Zafar Ahmad
Uthmani Rahimahullah, after quoting the above says:
“In this incident, it is understood that the reason for
congregating for the Tarawih Salah is for attaining (a
complete) recital of the Qur'an. It is incorrect to inter-
pret the statement: “they do not know how to recite the
Qur'an...” to mean total negation of the proper recita-
tion of the Qur'an. Hence, it is necessary to interpret it
to mean: “They cannot recite the whole Qur'an individ-
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ually, so if you recite for them at night, all the people
will complete a Khatm of the Qur'an.” (I'ld-us-Sunan 74:7)

This is also the reason for Sayyiduna Umar and Sayy-
iduna Ali Radiyallahu Anhuma calling the Qurra (those
who were proficient in the recitation of the Qur'an
Sharif) to perform the Salah as will be seen in the
forthcoming incidents.

Hasan Al-Basri Rahimahullah said: “Whomsoeverleads
the congregation in the Tarawih Salah should make
it easy for those following him. If he is a slow reader,
he should make one Khatm. If he is an average-paced
reader, he should make one and a half Khatms. If he is
a fast reader, he should make two Khatms”.

(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7761)

Ibn Wahab narrates that Imam Malik Rahimahullah
was informed regarding the people reciting five Ayat in
every Rak'ah.” He said, “I would prefer something else
(more).” He was asked, “Ten Ayat in every Rak'ah?” He
replied, “Yes, in the long Surahs.” Ibn Wahab says, “He
(Imam Malik) opined that more than ten Ayat should
be recited once the Surahs starting with Ta-Sin and
Saffat were reached.” (Al-Istidhkdr 177:5)
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The Author of Al-Hidayah - Imam Ali ibn Abi Bakr
Al-Marghinani Rahimahullah - writes, “Most of the
Mashayikh are of the opinion, that the Sunnah is
to complete a recitation (of the Qur'an) once in the
Tarawih Salah. It should not be discarded due to the
laziness of the people.”

Ibnul Humam Rahimahullah writes in the commen-
tary, “The majority are on the opinion narrated by
Hasan from Imam Abu Hanifah Rahimahullah that he
should recite ten Ayat in every Rak'ah. The number of
Raka’at in Tarawih will be six hundred or five hundred
and eighty. The number of Ayat in the Qur'an is just
over six thousand. Some have narrated from Hasan
that he said, “Approximately ten Ayat and that is good.”

(Fathul Qadir 409:1)

In Al-Mughni (610:2), it is narrated from Imam Ah-
mad Rahimahullah that he was asked regarding an
Imam who misses out certain Ayat from certain
surahs in the month of Ramadhan. Should those
who are behind him recite it? He replied, “Yes, they
should do so. In Makkah, they would appoint some-
one to record the letters etc. that the Imam missed.
They would then repeat it on the night of the Khatm."
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

Many Eminent Fuqaha of the different Mazahib
have mentioned the completion of the Qur'an
Sharif in the Tarawih as Sunnah.® Nevertheless,
the incidents mentioned here show the practice
of the Sahabah and the Salaf Salihin in this re-
gard and also establish it to be a separate Sunnah.

May Allah Taala accept this booklet and make
it a means of the preservation of the Sun-
nah of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam
in general and these two Sunan in particular.

May Allah Ta’ala reward all those who participated
in preparing this booklet abundantly in both worlds.
Amin.

8 Imam Subki Rahimahullah mentioned some of their statements in his book,
Dhaw ul Masabih
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CHAPTER ONE: THE NUMBER OF RAKAATS

CHAPTER ONE: THE NUMBER OF RAKA’AT

20 RAkA’AT OF TARAWIH PERFORMED
DURING THE KHILAFAH OF SAyvyiDuNA UMAR
RADHIYALLAHU ANHU

Sa’'ib bin Yazid says: “During the reign of Sayyiduna
Umar Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu the Muslims used to
perform 20 Raka’at of Tarawih Salah in the month of

Ramadhan.” (Al-Ja’diyyat lil Baghawi 2825)
(This Hadith has been rigorously authenticated by Imam Nawawi,
Allamah Taqiyyuddin Subki, Ibnul Mulaqqin, Ibnul ‘Traqi, Allimah
‘Ayni and other great Imams of Hadith.)'
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

Yazid bin Ruman Rahimahullah says: “During the Kh-
ilafah of Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu the Mus-
lims used to perform 23 Raka’at (20 Tarawih + 3 Witr) in
Ramadhan.” (Muwatta Imam Malik 1:138)"

Yayha bin Sa’id Rahimahullah says: “Sayyiduna Umar
Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu ordered a person to lead the Mus-
lims in Tarawih and to perform 20 Raka’at.”

(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7764)*

Sayyiduna Ubayy bin Ka’b Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu says:
“Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu ordered me
to lead the Muslims in Tarawih Salah. He said, “Ver-
ily the people are fasting during the day and do not
know how to recite the Qur'an. Why don't you recite
for them at night!”. Sayyiduna Ubayy Radhiyallahu
‘Anhu said, “O Amirul Mu'minin! This is something
that did not take place (in this form).” Sayyiduna Umar
Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu said, “I am aware of that but this
is better”. So Ubayy Radiyallahu ‘Anhu performed 20
Raka’at for them.” (Al-Mukhtarah - Ad-Dhiya Al-Magqdisi 1161 -

Graded as Authentic)14
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13 Refer to Page 21 for an explanation of this statement.
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CHAPTER ONE: THE NUMBER OF RAKAATS

Muhammad bin Ka’b Al-Quradhi Rahimahullah says:
“The people in the time of Sayyiduna Umar Radhi-
yallahu ‘Anhu would perform 20 Raka’at Tarawih. They

would lengthen the Qira'at and perform 3 Rakaat of
(Mukhtasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 95)%

Witr.”
W (il sl 3l &Sy o e oy od el
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

20 RAKA’AT OF TARAWIH PERFORMED
DURING THE KHILAFAH OF SAYYIDUNA ‘ALl
RADHIYALLAHU ANHU

Abu Abdur Rahman As-Sulami Rahimahullah says:
“Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu called various Ulama
who were proficient in the recitation of the Qur’an and
ordered one of them to lead the Muslims in 20 Raka’at
of Tarawih. Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu himself
used to lead the Witr Salah.” (As-Sunanul
Kubra - Bayhaqi 2/496)'

Abul Hasna says: Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu
instructed a man to perform 20 Raka’at Tarawih for the
people. (Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7763)"
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CHAPTER ONE: THE NUMBER OF RAKAATS

20 RAKA’AT OF TARAWIH PERFORMED BY OTHER
SAHABAH RADHIYALLAHU ANHUM

SAYYIDUNA ABDULLAH BIN MAS’UD (RADHIYALLAHU 'ANHU)
IN KOraAH:

Zayd bin Wahb Rahimahullah says: “Sayyiduna Ab-
dullah bin Mas’id Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu used to lead us
in Salah during the month of Ramadhan.” A’mash says:
“He used to perform 20 Raka’at Tarawih and 3 Raka’at
Witr”  (Umdatul Qdri 11:127, Mukhtasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 95)*

SAYYIDUNA UBAYY BIN KA’B (RADHIYALLAHU 'ANHU) IN
MADINAH MUNAWWARAH:

Abdul Aziz bin Rufay’ Rahimahullah says: “Sayyidu-
na Ubay bin Ka’b Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu used to lead the
Tarawih Salah in Madinah Munawwarah; 20 Raka'at of
Tarawih and 3 Witr.” (Musannaf ibn Abi

Shaybah 7766)Y
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

20 RAKA’AT OF TARAWIH PERFORMED BY THE
TABI'IN AND ATBA' TABI'IN

Ibrahim Nakha'i Rahimahullah, a Tabi’i (d. 96 A.H.)
was one of the great Ulama of Kufah.Imam Abu Hani-
fah Rahimahullah, also a Tabi’'i in Kiafah, narrates from
his Ustadh Hammad Rahimahulladh the statement of
Ibrahim Nakha'i Rahimahulladh regarding the Muslims
of his era (the Sahabah and Tabi'in): “The Muslims

used to perform 20 Raka’at of Tarawih in Ramadhan.”
(Al-Athar-Imam Abu Yisuf-211)%

Hasan Basri Rahimahullah, (d. 110 A.H.) the
famous Tabi'i who is known for his vast knowledge and
piety, says regarding the practice of the people of his
era (the Sahabah and Tabi’in) in Basrah: “The Muslims

would perform 20 Raka'at Tarawih in Ramadhan.”
(FadhdilRamadhdn-ibn AbiDunyd53)*

Ata bin Abi Rabah (d. 114A.H.), a Tabi’i, was the Mufti
of Makkah Mukarramah. He says regarding the prac-
tice of the people of his era (the Sahabah and Tabi'in)
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CHAPTER ONE: THE NUMBER OF RAKAATS

in Makkah Mukarramah: “I found the people perform-

ing 23 Raka'at.” (20 Tarawih + 3 Witr)
(Musannafibn Abl Shaybah 7770)*

Yunus says: “I witnessed the people of Basrah before

the trial of Ibnul Ash'ath (81 A.H). They would be led in

Salah in the month of Ramadhan by:

® Abdur Rahman Rahimahullah, the son of the Saha-
bi Sayyiduna Abi Bakrah (d.96) A.H.

® Sa’id bin Abil Hasan Rahimahullah (d. 100 A.H), the
brother of Hasan Basri Rahimahullah

® Imran Al-‘Abdi Rahimahullah. They would perform
20 Rakaat. They would complete the Qur’an twice

in Tarawih.” (Dhau’ul Masabih pg. 45 from Sunan Sa’id bin
Mansiir, Tarikh Dimashq 13:36, Fadhdil Ramadhan-ibn Abt Dun-
ya 50, Muktasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 95)%

Suwayd bin Ghafalah Rahimahullah was a
Tabi't. He arrived in Madinah Munawwarah on the day
Rasulullah Sallallaahu 'Alayhi wa Sallam was buried.
Ali bin Walid says: Suwayd bin Ghafalah Rahmatullahi

'alayh would lead us in Salah in Ramadhan at the age of
120! Abul Khasib says: "Suwayd bin Ghafalah Rahima-
hullah would lead us in Salah in Ramadhan. He would
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

perform 20 Raka'at!"*
(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7784, Al-Tarikh al-Kabir 150:8 Al-Ku-
na [234], Bayhaqi 2:496; Athdrus Sunan pg. 253 Isnaduhu Hasan)

Harith Al-Hamdani Rahimahullah was a student of Ali
Radhiyallahu 'anhu from Kiafah He used to lead the
Muslims in Tarawih Salah; 20 Raka’at Tarawih and 3
Witr. He used to recite the Dua-e-Quniit before going
into Rukd’. (Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7767)%

Ibn Abi Mulaikah Rahimahulldh, a Tabi'i, (passed
away in 117 A.H.), used to be Imam for the entire 20
raka'at. He would recite as long as Surah Fatir in one

raka'at. (Rigorously authenticated-Musannaf ibn Abi
Shaybah-7756/7765) Bi-sanad Sahih-Athdrus Sunan pg.254)%

Shutayr bin Shakal Rahimahullah was a senior Tabi'i
and also a student of Ali and Ibn Mas'id Radhiyallahu
'anhuma in Kiafah. Abdullah bin Qays says: “Shutayr

used to perform 20 Raka’at of Tarawih Salah.”
(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7762)%
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Ali bin RabTah Rahimahulldh was a Tabi'i in Kufah
who narrated Hadith from Sahabah like Sayyiduna Alj,
Sayyiduna Ibn Umar, Sayyiduna Samurah, Sayyiduna
Salman Farsi and Sayyiduna Mughirah (Radhiyallahu
'anhum). Sa’id bin Ubayd says that Ali bin Rabi’ah was
their Imam in Tarawih. He used to read 20 Raka’at
Tarawih and 3 Witr. (Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7772)%

Abul Bakhtari Rahimahullah was one of the senior
companions of Sayyiduna Ali (Radhiyallahu 'anhu) in
Kifah. He passed away in 83 A.H. Rabi says: “Abul
Bakhtari used to perform 20 Raka’at Tarawih and 3
Witr.” (Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7768,7776)%

Imam Tirmidhi Rahimahulldh says, “Most of the
Ulama are on the opinion that is narrated from Umar,
Ali and other Sahabah Radhiyallahu 'anhum of Nabi
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam: that Tarawih is 20 Raka’at.
This is also the view of Sufyan Thawri (d. 161 A.H.), Ib-
nul Mubarak and Shafi'i Rahmatullahi ‘alayhim.
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

Imam Shafi’t Rahimahullah (d. 204 A.H.) says: “I found
the people of Makkah Mukarramah performing 20 Ra-
ka’at of Tarawih Salah.” (Sunan Tirmidhi 3:170)%
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Consensus oF THE ULAMA AND FUQAHA ON
20 RAKA'AT OF TARAWIH

20 Raka’at Tarawih is the correct, established amount
narrated from the Sahabi, Sayyiduna Ubayy bin Ka’b
Radhiyallahu Anhu, without any difference of opin-

ion amongst the Sahabah. (1bn Abdil Barr-Istidhkar 5:157;
Umdatul Qari 11:127)

Among the Ulama who have quoted Ijma' (consen-
sus) on 20 Raka’at are: Allamah Kasani Al-Hanafi, Ibn
Qudamah Al-Hambali, Taqiyyuddin Subki As-Shafif,
Ibnul Iraqi As-Shafi’l, Mulla Ali Al-Qari, Allamah Mur-
tadha Al-Zabidi Rahmatullahi ‘Alayhim.*
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

CHAPTER Two - CoMPLETION OF ONE OR
MorEe KHaTMS OF QUR'AN

Abu Uthman Rahimahullah narrates that Sayyiduna
Umar Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu summoned the Qurra in Ra-
madhan and instructed them to recite 30 Ayat if they
were fast readers, 25 Ayat for the average paced reader
and 20 Ayat for the slow reader. (Musannaf ibn Abi

Shaybah 7754)%

Hasan Al-Basri Rahimahullah says: "Whomsoever
leads the congregation in the Tarawih Saldh should
make is easy for those following him. If he is a slow
reader then he should make one Khatm, and if he is an
average paced reader then he should make one and a
half Khatms, and if he is a fast reader then he should
make 2 Khatms." (Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7761)%

LENGTHY QIRAT

Sa'ib bin Yazid Rahimahullah says: In the days of
Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu'anhu, the Tarawih Salah
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used to be so lengthy that some of us had to take sup-
port from our walking sticks to remain standing! He
adds: The Tarawih used to terminate in the early hours
of the morning, just a little before Subh Sadiq (dawn)!
(Al-Ja’diyyat 2826, Mukhtasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 96)*

Abu Bakr Al-Ansari An-Najjari Rahimahullah, who
passed away around 120 A.H., says: "Upon completing
Tarawih, we used to return home and rush the ser-
vants to bring the food for sehri, since very little time

was left before Subh Sadiq! (Mu'atta Imdm Malik 1:137)"

+- 2 Juz (PARAS) PER NIGHT

This was the amount recited by Abdurrahman bin Abi
Bakrah, Sa'id bin Abil Hasan and 'Imran ‘Abdi Rahmat-
ullahi ‘Alayhim. They used to complete 2 Khatms in

the Tarawih Salah.(Dhau'ul Masabih pg. 45 from Sunan Sa’id
bin Manstr, Tarikh Dimashq 13:36, Fadhdil Ramadhdn-ibn Abi

Dunyad 50, Muktasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 95)*
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

Imam Al-Bukhari Rahimahullah would gather his com-
panions on the first night of Ramadhan, and would
lead them in Tarawih Salah reciting 20 Ayat in each
Rak'ah. (Taqyidul Muhmal 1:16)

+- 3 Juz (PARAS) PER NIGHT

This was the approximate amount recited daily in
Tarawih by the famous Tabi'i, Sa'id bin Jubayr Rahima-
hullah, who was made Shahid (martyred) by Hajjaj bin
Yasufin 95 A.H. He would recite 25 Ayat in each Rak'ah.
This amounts to completing approximately 3 Khatms
in the Tarawih Salah. (Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7757)%

Ibn Shawdhab Rahimahullah narrates that Ayyub
Al-Sakhtiyani (passed away 130 A.H.) was the Imam of
his masjid for Tarawih, He would recite 30 Ayat in ev-
ery Rak'ah. (Shuabul Iman 3275)

Abu Raja 'Utaridi Rahimahullah was a Tabi'i. He ac-
cepted Islam in the time of Nabi Sallalahu alaihi wasal-
lam even though he did not see Nabi Sallalahu alaihi
wasallam. He passed away at the ripe old age of 130
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CHAPTER TWO: COMPLETION OF ONE OR MORE KHATMS OF QUR'AN

according to this narration. He himself says: "People
used to carry me like a sack (probably due to old age
and weakness) and place me in the Imams position!l
would then lead the Salah, reciting about 30 Ayat in
each raka'at. (At-Tarikh of Al-Fallds pg. 316;

Mukhtasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 96)%

If multiplied by 20, this will equal to about 3 juz (pa-
ras) of the Qur'an Karim! This has also been narrated
explicitly regarding him. Abul Ash-hab says: Abu Raja
would complete a khatm for us in Tarawih Salah every
ten nights. (Al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmad pg. 383)%

+- 4% Juz (PARAS) PER NIGHT

Abu Mijlaz Rahimahulldh, a Tabi'i, (passed away
around 106 A.H.) used to make a Khatm of the Qur'an

in Tarawih Salah once every 7 nights!

(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah[7759], [8671];
Mukhtasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 96)*
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THE 20 RAKA'AT TARAWIH OF THE SALAF SALIHIN

Another Tabi'i, Bashir bin Nahik Rahimahullah,
(passed away 105 A.H.) had the same practice of com-

pleting a Khatm once every 7 nights in Tarawih Salah!
(Mukhtasar Qiyamil Layl pg.97)*

+- 5 Juz (PARAS) PER NIGHT

During the days of the famous Sahabi, Sayyiduna Ab-
dullah bin Zubair Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu, Umar bin Mun-
zhir Rahimahullah used to be the Imam. He would re-
cite about 50 Ayat in every Rak'ah of the Tarawih Salah!
When multiplied by 20, it equals to approximately 5
paras (juz) daily! (Mukhtasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 96)*

Maymiun bin Mihran Rahimahullah, a Tabi'i, (passed
away 117 A.H.) says: The day the Imam recited only 50
Ayat in each rak'ah of Tarawih, (which when multiplied
by 20, equals to about 5 paras), the people used to say
that today the Imam read a short Tarawih!

(Mukhtasar Qiyamil Layl pg. 97)*
This roughly amounts to completing 5 Khatms during
the month of Ramadhan.
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+- 5% Juz (PARAS) PER NIGHT

Ibn Abi Mulaikah Rahimahullah, a Tabi'i, (passed
away in 117 A.H.), used to be the Imam for the entire
20 raka'at. He would recite as long as Surah Fatir in one
rak'ah. The amount recited in one rak'ah by Ibn Abi
Mulaikah, when multiplied by the 20 raka'at he used to

perform, amounts to approximately 5% paras!
(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah-7756/7765);
bisanad Sahih-Athdrus Sunan pg.254)%

Imam Abdur Rahman Al-Araj Rahimahullah, a Tabi'j,
(passed away in 117 A.H.) says: The Imam used to re-
cite the entire Surah Baqarah over 8 raka'at, (which
amounts to approximately 53 paras over 20 raka'at). He
adds: This was the normal practice. The day the Imam
spread Surah Baqarah over 12 Raka'at, (which amounts
to approximately 4 paras over the 20 raka'at) the people

would say that the Imam read a short Tarawih today!
(Mu'atta Imam Malik 1:138)%

This roughly amounts to completing 6 Khatms during
the month of Ramadhan.
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+- 72 Juz (PARAS) PER NIGHT

Imam Masriiq Rahimahullah, a Tabi'i, (passed away
in 62 A.H.) recited the entire Surah 'Ankabit in one
rak'ah. When multiplied by 20 raka'at, it amounts to +-
7 V5 paras! This roughly amounts to completing almost

8 Khatms during the month of Ramadhan.
(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 7755)%

Laith Rahimahullah narrates that Bilal Al-Absi Rahi-
mahullah would lead them in Tarawih Salah in Ra-
madhan, and he would read a quarter of the Qur'an
(+-7 Y2 paras). Upon completing, people would say (to
him): "You took it easy today". (Al-Tahajjud Wa Qiyamil

Layl by ibn Abi Al-Dunya 189)*

10 Juz (PARAS) PER NIGHT

Khalid bin Duraik narrates, “We had an Imam in
Basrah who would lead us in Tarawih Salah, and would
complete a Khatm every three nights. Once when our
Imam fell ill, another person lead the Tarawih Salah
and completed the Qur'an in four nights. We felt that
the Imam made it easy”. (Shu'abul Imadn, 3276)%
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15 Juz (PARAS) PER NIGHT

Aswad Rahimahullah would complete the Qur'an

every two nights in Ramadhan.
(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah, 8667)*°

ONE KHATM OF QUR'AN EVERY NIGHT

Ali bin Abdillah Al-Azdi Rahimahullah would complete

the Qur'an every night in Ramadhan.
(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah, 8684)

CoONCLUSION

From the various narrations quoted above, we under-
stand the importance of performing twenty Raka’at
of Tarawih, as well as completing a minimum of one
Khatm of Qur'an in our Tarawih Salah. Allah Ta'ala has
kept success in the Sunnah of Nabi Sallallahu ‘Alayhi
Wa Sallam and the Sahabah Radhiyallahu ‘Anhum. We
really have no option but to follow their practice.

May Allah Ta'ala grant us the ability to adhere un-
flinchingly to the Sunnah of our Beloved Master Nabi
Muhammad Sallallahu ‘Alayhi Wa Sallam. Amin
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