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Our response to your query dated 28/12/1444-17/07/2023 with regard to voting is as follows:

To begin with, a democratic system does not align with Islamic principles. In today's context, democracy
is generally understood as a system where every adult, regardless of their level of education or knowledge,
has the right to vote and even to stand as a candidate, and leaders are chosen based on the majority of
these votes. However, in Islam, such a system has no precedent and can never be appealing to any person

who has a sound mind.

It is common knowledge that the majority includes people who lack in basic knowledge, and they vote
for a candidate who promises to satisfy their immediate desires, which are often driven by worldly interests
rather than faith-based values. As a result, this electoral process leads to the emergence of unworthy
leaders. It is not surprise when we land up having leaders who prioritize personal gain over the welfare of

the public, focusing solely on enriching themselves and catering for their own interests

Those who are prominent critics of political leaders within democratic governments are part of this system

where the criteria for eligibility have been disregarded in favour of sheer numbers and public opinion.

One of the core tenets of Islam is the belief in the sovereignty of Allah J55 55 In Islam, Allah J55357 is
the ultimate authority, and His laws and commandments are above any human-made laws. Democracy,
on the other hand, places sovereignty in the hands of the people, where the will of the majority prevails.

This totally contradicts the Islamic principle of acknowledging Allah's 3&;355 absolute authority and
following His guidance as outlined in the Quran and Hadith.

The governance of such a system is not based on evidence and principles, but rather on the majority. This
means that decisions are made based on the prevailing public opinion. Therefore, if the majority's decision
contradicts the Qur'an and Hadith, it will still prevail. The Holy Quran has warned against blindly
following the majority:
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If you follow the majority on earth (the Kuffaar) they will deviate you (mislead) from Allaah’s path (from
Islaam). They follow nothing but whims, (their own ideas and concepts) and lies (their beliefs have no

substance) and they do nothing but make conjectures.
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Scholars, people of faith, and those with sound understanding are always in the minority.

It is important for us to constantly reflect and be saddened by the fact that, we find ourselves governed
by a secular, anti-Islamic democratic government. As devout believers, our primary aim should always be
to strive for the highest standards in practicing upon our Deen, and the ideal environment for this is an
Islamic state, the possibility of fully practicing on Deen in a democratic system is nothing but wishful
thinking.

Just as individuals don't settle for second best in their worldly pursuits, a true believer should never feel
comfortable entrusting decisions with regard to his private or religious matters to non-Muslim authorities
who do not hold any regard for Islam, let alone vouching for such incompetent people to become our
leaders and handle matters of our Deen and our private affairs and glorify the process altogether. These
authorities covertly aim to curb our ability to worship our Creator and seck His divine help. This is
evident to anyone with a sound mind who deeply cares about their Deen. Countless cases of
discriminatory laws and regulations targeting Muslims, often cloaked in the guise of "freedom" and other

seemingly benign language, have consistently borne testimony to this unfortunate truth.
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Allah 3535 describes such people in the Quran;
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O you who have Imaan! Do not take as confidants (as intimate friends with whom you share secrets) those
besides your own (Muslims). These people (non-Muslim) will spare no pains to ruin you (materially and
spiritually). They wish for that which causes you suffering. Enmity (jealousy, hatred) has been made clear
from their tongues, but what (enmity, malice, rage) their hearts conceal is far worse. Indeed We have made
the Aayaat clear to you, if you will (attempt to) understand.

A plethora of principles within such a government can be detailed, and they fundamentally clash with
the fundamental beliefs of our faith. Concepts like "freedom of religion"”, "freedom of expression”,
LGBTQ+ "rights", interfaith and gender equality are just a few examples that are enough to cause a
devout follower to detest and abhor such a system let alone glorify it and regard it to be a sacred duty to
be part and parcel of such an ungodly system.

Moreover, the idea of running political campaigns and secking the approval of the general population
through voting is a concept that is foreign to the Islamic system. In Islam, a leader is typically appointed
through one of two methods. The first method involves the outgoing leader selecting the new leader based
on their knowledge and assessment of the individual's competence to effectively take on the role and
responsibilities. The second method entails consulting a group of knowledgeable and capable individuals
who understand the requirements of the position and can identify the most suitable candidate to assume

leadership.

Nabi 2 has stated that a person who actively secks a position of authority or leadership will be left to
themselves (without divine assistance and guidance); whereas, someone who is forced to take such a role

without actively pursuing it will receive Allah’s 3&53\% divine assistance to fulfil their leadership

responsibilities. [i]
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Indeed, this Hadith fundamentally challenges the practice of actively soliciting the public for votes by
making deceptive claims and promises. These often remain unfulfilled once an individual assumes a
position of authority while reducing their opposition to next to nothing through false accusations,
derogatory remarks and many more "diplomatic" ways. This Hadith emphasizes the importance of
appointing leaders based on their qualifications and merits rather than through self-promotion and empty

rhetoric.

As such, voting cannot be viewed as a means to fulfil a sacred duty, as this "duty” clearly contradicts the
commandments of Allah and His Nabi €2:? How can casting a vote in favour of a system that prioritizes
human law over Divine Law and is based on godlessness, has no regard for Islam, promotes agendas and
ideologies that are aimed at curbing Muslims to freely worship Allah 355253, be regarded as a sacred duty?
No mortal has been granted the authority to determine what constitutes a sacred duty based on their
personal ideologies or their interpretation of foresight and the greater good. A sacred duty can only be
one that aligns with the commands of Allah Ji553i% and the path of His Nabi s The supposed benefits
for the masses and worldly gains for Muslims cannot serve as justification when the obstacles to one's

Deen far surpass these superficial advantages.

Voting for a municipal election in a democratic system is not a means towards fulfilment of a sacred duty.
A Muslim's ambition should always be to establish the Law of Allah 1&;25% wherever he is on the earth.
Democracy is in conflict with the Laws of Allah 355;3)E. Our sacred duty, for whatever reason, has been
reduced to a dwindling desire. Hence, voting - in the mind of a Muslim - is presently on a journey from

trying to take the best out of a bad situation to looking for a happy ending.

To award virtue to it puts a good face on it; in fact, it is the epitome of: "What you permit, you promote;
what you allow, you encourage." On this backfoot, voting for a certain party can be for any of two
optimisms or both: a worldly need will be fulfilled or a religious need will be achieved. Since these are
genuine needs of the meagre land of our complacent downgraded attitude of having the personal right to
practice our religion (as opposed to the greater outlook on prevalent politics vs Divine Law and its impact
on mankind at large), we will say that it is a means for "controlling damage" as opposed to permanent
solutions. "Sanctifying" the prevalent politics by invoking a call of "sacred duty" adds insult to injury;
never mind quoting the Holy Quran for that. Adopting this type of attitude cements the rot that we find

ourselves in; or rather, glorifies it.
It follows then that the Is#tidlal is not correct.

Nabi 8 has issued a stern warning against those who express opinions about the Qur'an without
possessing the required knowledge to support their views. In one narration, Nabi €2: has emphasized that
such individuals should be prepared to face the torment of Jahannum as their ultimate destination. [ii]
Therefore, it is imperative to exercise great caution when offering an opinion on any verse of the Quran.
Islamic scholars have established stringent criteria for individuals to meet before they are considered
qualified to express opinions on Quranic matters. It is essential not to misuse the Quran for personal or
ulterior motives, especially to advance one's own agenda or, even worse, to further the agendas of Kuffar
and their political systems that are contrary to the commandments of Allah 3553 and the teachings of
Nabi . The Qurian is a sacred and divine guidance for humanity, and it should be treated with the
utmost respect, sincerity, and adherence to its true teachings and principles. Using it for personal gain or

in ways that contradict its core message goes against the spirit of Islam and its ethical values.
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The Aayah that has been quoted outlines the reasons why the Ummah of Nabi 42 is the best of nations.
The distinguishing qualities that have been mentioned, are Amar Bil Maroof (enjoining what is good),
Nahi anil Munkar (preventing what is evil) and unwavering Imaan in Allah 353G,

The terms Maroof and Munakr, as mentioned by experts of the Arabic language means any good that
Shariah or a Muslim person's common moral standards regard to be good or evil respectively. [iii] It goes
without saying that what a person's moral standard regards to be good or evil cannot be against the

commands of Shariah.

Hence, looking at the Istidlal that this person has made from this Ayah, firstly we have not found any
expert in the field of 7afseer that has interpreted this Ayah in such a way.

Secondly, the meaning that this person has taken of Maroofin the broader sense that it includes all types
of good, including voting, is not correct. This is because the meaning of Maroof has been mentioned by

the experts of the Arabic language and voting is not in conformity with the teaching of Shariah.

Furthermore, if we must assess what constitutes righteousness within a democratic system — which
includes laws allowing individuals to have only one spouse while permitting multiple romantic partners,
recognizing interest and lending as the primary means for financially struggling individuals to improve
their circumstances, treating all religions with equality, advocating for the rights of the LGBTQ+
minority, freedom of religion, freedom of expression, as well as permitting alcohol consumption and
various other practices — would this person be prepared to endorse and regard these principles as virtuous
and indispensable in accordance with the system they are encouraging us to endorse, which deems them
as Maroof (good and acceptable)?

Is voting akin to giving a divine testimony?

Ulama hold varying opinions on the Shar'ee (Islamic jurisprudential) outlook on voting. It is not
uncommon for scholars to have differing views on matters that are not explicitly addressed in the Quran
and Hadith. In this case, Mufti Shafee i1liz; has expressed the perspective that voting can be seen as a
testimony (bearing witness) [iv], while Hazrat Mufti Mahmood iz has stated that no specific Shar'ee

outlook can be placed on voting. [v]

Moulana Salman Mansoorpuri, on the other hand, has recorded in his Fatawa that Mufti Shafee's W
view may have relevance in a country like Pakistan, where Mufti Shafee &N5z5 resided, as the candidates
standing in election in his country were mainly Muslims. However, he states that this Shar'ee outlook

cannot be applied to democratic countries like India. [vi]

Expanding on Hazrat Molana Salman's statement, it becomes evident that voting within our community
cannot be equated with providing a divine testimony. It is fundamental for any scholar to possess a basic
understanding of the criteria that a testimony entails. For instance, it is well-known that the testimony of
a person with a sinful lifestyle (Fasiq) is not accepted, and the testimony of a close relative in favour of
their relative is not accepted either. Furthermore, the testimony of a non-Muslim is also not accepted,

among other conditions. [vii]

If this particular scholar considers voting to be similar to giving a divine testimony, then it should logically
follow that he openly proclaims that individuals with sinful lifestyles (Fusaag) should not participate in

the voting process, as their votes would essentially be empty testimonies that hold no weight.
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A careful examination of Hazrat Mufii Shafee Sabeb's Xiz5; writings on the Shar'ee outlook of voting
reveals that he has mentioned that if voting is considered a testimony, an intercession for the candidate,
or an appointment of the proposed candidate as a representative on behalf of oneself and the entire
community, then in each of these cases, the voter shares in the rewards and sins of the leader they have

supported.

In our community, can anyone who seeks to uphold justice, champion truth, and holds their religious

convictions dear, genuinely assert that we are willing to be complicit in the malevolent deeds of leaders?

Therefore, employing Quranic verses to substantiate nonsensical claims will be regarded as a distortion of
the Quran's intended meaning and significance. Such an individual must genuinely repent for their errors

and solemnly commit to Allah 3535 to never misapply the Qur'an to support such absurdities.

Any declaration made by a devout scholar who reveres Allah Jl53i7 should manifest their apprehension
about the day they shall stand in front of their Creator, the Deity Who bestowed this Sacred Scripture,

and will be held accountable for every statement uttered.

May Allah 33;3)G bless us all with the correct understanding of His sacred Deen, protect us from
misunderstanding or misinterpreting His Divine Book. May He empower us to emerge as champions of

the true Deen, preserving it in its unblemished purity, devoid of any alteration or contamination.

And Allah 1&;%2 Alone in His Infinite Knowledge knows best

Answered by: Checked and Approved by:
Muhammed Zakariyya Motala Mufti Muhammed Saced Motara Saheb D.B.
Islamic Date: Y ¢ ¢ 0 JYI oA Darul Ifta Azaadville

English Date: 24 September 2023
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